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Standard 1 The World in Spatial Terms

Students acquire a framework for examining the world in spatial terms. Students use and evaluate maps, globes, atlases and grid-referenced technologies, such as
remote sensing, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Global Positioning Systems (GPS), to acquire, evaluate, analyze and report information about
people, places and environments on Earth’s surface.

WG.1.1 Use locational technology such as remote sensing, Global Positioning Systems SE/TE: 11-13, 14, 248
(GPS) and Geographic Information Systems (GIS), to establish spatial
relationships.

WG.1.2 Evaluate the source of particular maps to determine possible biases contained in | Opportunities to address this objective may be found on the
them. following pages:

SE/TE: 5-9, 10-13, 15

WG.1.3 Create and compare mental maps or personal perceptions of places. Explain SE/TE: 31,90, 97, 122, 151, 171, 215, 257, 287, 317, 565,
how experiences and culture influence these perceptions and identify ways in 623,703, 725
which mental maps influence decisions.

WG.1.4 Evaluate the applications of geographic tools (locational technologies) and SE/TE: 64, 131, 179, 206, 248, 281, 322, 357, 391, 419, 464,
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supporting technologies to serve particular purposes.
Example: Assess the role played by maps in the exploration of Polar Regions.

494, 528, 559, 596, 624, 664, 693, 733

WG.1.5

Ask geographic questions and obtain answers from a variety of sources, such as
books, atlases and other written materials; statistical source material; fieldwork
and interviews; remote sensing; and GIS. Reach conclusions and give oral,
written, graphic and cartographic expression to conclusions.

SE/TE:

25,47, 69,97, 133, 153, 171, 185, 215, 257, 287,
317, 331, 359, 383, 397, 429, 459, 473, 501, 523,
537, 565, 591, 605, 633, 659, 673, 703, 725, 739

Standard 2 Places and Regions
Students acquire a framework for thinking geographically about places and regions. They identify the physical and human characteristics of places and regions.
Students understand that people create regions to interpret Earth’s complexity, and how culture and experience influence people’s perception of places and

regions.
WG.2.1 Give examples of how and why places and regions change or do not change SE/TE: 71-77, 78-82, 83-86, 87-90, 135-139, 140-144, 145-
over time. 149, 155-158, 159-163, 166-169, 217-221, 222-227,
Example: Changing settlement patterns in the American Southwest, the impact 230-235, 236-239, 289-293, 296-301, 302-307, 310-
of technology on the growth of agricultural areas, and the changing location of 315, 361-367, 370-374, 375-379, 431-435, 438-441,
manufacturing areas 442-445,448-452, 503-507, 510-515, 516-519, 567-
572, 573-577, 580-583, 584-587, 635-639, 642-646,
647-650, 651-655, 705-709, 712-716, 718-723
WG.2.2 Give examples and analyze ways in which people’s changing views of places SE/TE: 100-101, 173-175, 176-178, 180-183, 188-189, 245-
and regions reflect cultural changes; understand how people’s views of physical 247, 249-251, 252-255, 160-161, 319-321, 323-325,
features influence and are influenced by human behavior. 326-329, 334-335, 385-387, 388-390, 392-395, 400-
Example: The migration from urban cores to suburbs and the subsequent 401, 461-463, 465-467, 468-471, 476-477, 525-527,
revitalization of these urban cores. Use local examples of your town/city to 529-531, 532-535, 540-541, 593-595, 597-603, 608-
understand the revitalization of urban centers. 609, 661-663, 665-667, 668-671, 676-677, 727-729,
730-732, 734-737
WG.2.3 Explain how the concept of “region” is used as a way of categorizing, SE/TE: 7,9, 24, 134-135, 145-149, 166-169, 196-199, 406-

interpreting and ordering complex information about Earth.

413, 484-485, 544-545, 546-547, 565, 591
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WG.2.4

Give examples of how people create regions to understand Earth’s complexity.
(Individuals, Society and Culture)
Example: “Midwest,” “Middle East” and “Kentuckiana”

SE/TE:

7,9, 108-115, 193-195, 355, 548-549, 628-629, 640-
641, 661-663, 680-683, 710-711, 734-735

Standard 3 Physical Systems
Students acquire a framework for thinking geographically about Earth’s physical systems. They explain the physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth’s
surface and the characteristics and spatial distribution of ecosystems on Earth’s surface.

WG.3.1 Define Earth’s physical systems: atmosphere, lithosphere, biosphere or SE/TE: 27-28, 37-41, 42-45, 420-421, 597-599, 610-611,
hydrosphere. Categorize the elements of the natural environment as belonging 619-623, 625-627, 689-692
to one of the four components.

WG.3.2 Identify and account for the distribution pattern of the world’s climates, taking SE/TE: 45, 50-53, 56-58, 123-126, 207-209, 278-280, 350-
into account the Earth/Sun relationship, ocean currents, prevailing winds, and 352, 420-423,491-493, 556-558, 625-627, 694-697
latitude and longitude.

WG.3.3 Describe the world patterns of natural vegetation and biodiversity and their SE/TE: 123-126, 207-209, 278-280, 350-352, 420-423, 491-
relations to world climate patterns. 493, 556-558, 625-627, 694-697
Example: Rainforests, savannahs and tundra

WG.3.4 Explain and give examples of the physical processes that shape Earth’s surface SE/TE: 33-36, 37-39, 50, 56, 102, 123, 133, 190, 262, 274-
that result in existing landforms and identify specific places where these 275, 346, 347-351, 478, 488, 542, 551-552, 580, 611,
processes occur. 619, 689
Example: Plate tectonics, mountain building, erosion, deposition

WG.3.5 Illustrate and graph with precision the occurrence of earthquakes on Earth over SE/TE: 39-40, 107, 228-229, 520, 521, 608, 660, 662, 663,

a given period of time (at least several months) and draw conclusions
concerning regions of tectonic instability.

664

Standard 4 Human Systems
Students acquire a framework for thinking geographically about human activities that shape Earth’s surface. They examine the characteristics, distribution and

migration of human populations on Earth’s surface; investigate the characteristics, distribution and complexity of Earth’s cultural mosaics; analyze the patterns
and networks of economic interdependence on Earth’s surface; examine the processes, patterns and functions of human settlement; and consider how the forces
of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s surface.
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Characteristics, Distribution and Migration of Human Populations

WG.4.1 Using maps, establish world patterns of population distribution, density and SE/TE: 80-82, 107, 190, 238, 262, 267, 402, 406, 425, 478,
growth. Relate population growth rates to health statistics, food supply or 525-528, 542, 547,577, 592, 594, 615, 630, 639,
measure of well-being. Explain that population patterns differ not only among 668-669
countries but also among regions within a single country.

WG.4.2 Develop maps of human migration and settlement patterns at different times in SE/TE: 96, 97, 137, 142-143, 161, 180-183, 185, 221, 236,
history and compare them to the present. 239,243,301, 317, 359, 525-526, 722, 732

WG4.3 Hypothesize about the impact of push factors and pull factors on human SE/TE: 96,97, 161, 185, 236, 239, 243, 317, 359, 525-526,
migration in selected regions and about changes in these factors over time. 732

WG4.4 Evaluate the impact of human migration on physical and human systems. SE/TE: 82, 153, 185, 213, 317, 435, 519, 527, 639, 670-671,
(Economic; Government; Individuals, Society and Culture) 680-681, 725
Example: Latino migration into the United States and Arab migration into
Western Europe

WG4.5 Assess the consequences of population growth or decline in various parts of the | SE/TE: 82, 153, 185, 213, 317, 435, 519, 527, 639, 670-671,
United States and determine whether the local community is shrinking or 680-681, 725
growing.

Characteristics, Distribution and Complexity of Cultural Mosaics

WG.4.6 Map the distribution patterns of the world’s major religions and identify cultural | SE/TE: 127-130, 137, 153, 180-183
features associated with each. Example: Buddhist and Hindu temples, Christian
cathedrals and chapels, Islamic mosques and Jewish Synagogues

wG4.7 Map the distribution pattern of the world’s major languages. Map and explain SE/TE: 73, 161, 181, 195, 238, 267, 370, 452, 459, 571-572,

the concept of a lingua franca in various parts of the world. (History;
Individuals, Society and Culture)

Example: English, Chinese, Spanish, French and Arabic languages; English as
the language of business

591, 615,714
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WG.4.8 Explain how changes in communication and transportation technology SE/TE: 82,90, 94, 130, 131, 138, 141, 164-165, 177, 530,
contribute to the spread of ideas and to cultural convergence* and divergence. 655
Economic Interdependence (Globalization)
WG.4.9 Identify patterns of economic activity in terms of primary (growing or SE/TE: 95, 167, 225-226, 433-434, 513, 518-519, 575, 637-
extracting), secondary (manufacturing) and tertiary (distributing and services) 638, 730-731
activities. Plot data and draw conclusions about how the percentage of the
working population in each of these categories varies by country and changes
over time.
WG.4.10 Describe and locate on maps the worldwide occurrence of the three major SE/TE: 91-95, 140, 159-161, 233-234, 238-239, 276-277,
economic systems — traditional, planned and market — and describe the 292-293, 313, 372-373, 388-390, 433-434, 444-445,
characteristics of each 461-463, 569-570, 581-582, 586-587, 644-645, 650,
652-654, 666-667, 707, 714, 721-722
WG.4.11 Compare the levels of economic development of countries of the world in terms | SE/TE: 94, 95, 133, 185, 252-253, 317, 331, 374, 390, 463,
of Gross Domestic Product per capita and key demographic and social 473, 505, 583, 709
indicators. Map and summarize the results.
WG.4.12 Explain the meaning of the word infrastructure and analyze its relationship to a SE/TE: 94, 177, 212, 418, 450, 461, 462, 513, 530
country’s level of development.
WG.4.13 Identify contemporary spatial patterns in the movement of goods and services SE/TE: 91-95, 140, 159-161, 233-234, 238-239, 276-277,
throughout the world. 292-293, 313, 372-373, 388-390, 433-434, 444-445,
461-463, 569-570, 581-582, 586-587, 644-645, 650,
652-654, 666-667, 707, 714, 721-722
WG.4.14 Use global political, economic, cultural, or social flows to describe and illustrate | SE/TE: 92-93, 305, 439-440, 480-481

interdependence between places, countries and regions.
Example: Use a flow chart and maps to show the movement of oil from
producers to consumers.

Human Settlement
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WG.4.15 Describe and explain the worldwide trend toward urbanization and be able to SE/TE: 80, 87-90, 101, 128, 137, 148, 176-179, 145, 162,
graph the trend. 195, 220, 238, 293, 506, 525, 723, 730-732
WG.4.16 Explain how the internal structures of cities varies in different regions of the SE/TE: 87, 128, 143, 153,176, 211-212, 314, 433, 506, 630,
world and give examples. 669, 677,709, 723, 731
Example: In France, the poor live in suburbs; in the United States, the poor live
in the inner city; South Sudan.
WG.4.17 Analyze the changing functions of cities over time. SE/TE: 87, 128, 143, 153,176, 211-212, 314, 433, 506, 630,
Example: Uses of cities as transportation centers, centers of commerce, and 669, 677, 709, 723, 731
centers of administration and government
WG.4.18 Identify specific situations where human or cultural factors are involved in SE/TE: 156-157, 249-251, 298, 311-312, 319-321, 326-327,
geographic conflict and identify different viewpoints in the conflict. Create 361-363, 366-367, 385-387, 431-433, 443-444, 453-
scenarios under which these cultural factors would no longer trigger conflict. 454, 504-505, 517, 532-533, 568-569, 574, 600-603,
Example: Growing economic and political power in Brazil, India, and China; 728-729
growth of the reach of fundamentalist religious movements; cyber-spying
WG.4.19 Identify international political, economic, and social networks and organizations | SE/TE: 86, 292, 298, 305, 321, 325, 326-329

of global power and influence of places, countries, and regions, (Facebook,
Doctors without Borders, the United Nations, the European Union, Association
of Southeast Asian Nations/ASEAN) and report on the impact of each.

Standard 5 Environment and Society
Students acquire a framework for thinking geographically about the environment and society. They analyze ways in which humans affect and are affected by
their physical environment and the changes that occur in the meaning, distribution and importance of resources.

WG.5.1 Identify and describe the effect of human interaction on the world’s SE/TE: 130, 175, 246-247, 256-257, 287, 325, 397, 531, 563,
environment. 640-641, 701, 736-737
Example: Atmospheric and surface pollution, global warming, deforestation,
desertification, salinization, over-fishing, urban sprawl, and species extinction

WG.5.2 Identify solutions to problems caused by environmental changes brought on by | SE/TE: 150-151, 175, 257, 356, 359, 417, 429

human activity
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WG.5.3 Map the occurrence and describe the effects of natural hazards throughout the
world and explain ways to cope with them.

Example: Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tornadoes, flooding, hurricanes and
cyclones, and lightning triggered fires

SE/TE: 30-31, 39-41, 51-53, 107, 126, 150-151, 228-229,
282, 436-437, 520-521, 562, 563, 578-579, 628, 629,
640-641, 662, 682, 689-690, 710-711

WG.5.4 Analyze the possible effect of a natural disaster on the local community and
devise plans to cope with a disaster so as to minimize or mitigate its effects.

Opportunities to address this objective may be found on the
following pages:
SE/TE: 30-31, 39-41, 51-53, 107, 126, 150-151

WG.S5.5 Describe how and why the ability of people to use Earth’s resources to feed
themselves has changed over time.

Example: Advances in technology such as irrigation, hybridization, and crop
rotation

SE/TE: 82, 127, 140, 141, 147, 159, 160, 279, 364, 372, 418,
423, 425,427, 433-434, 438-439, 495, 530, 575, 581-
582, 637, 695, 714, 721

WG.5.6 Identify patterns of world resource distribution and utilization, and explain the
consequences of the use of renewable and nonrenewable resources.

Example: Nonrenewable resources such as the distribution of fossil fuels,
natural gas and oil; renewable sources such as timberland, water and fish; and
the relationship to scarcity

SE/TE: 93, 121-122, 204, 276, 348-349, 356, 450, 468, 489-
490, 554-555, 622, 623

WG.5.7 Identify examples from different world regions, involving the use and
management of resources. Explain how different points of view influence
policies relating to the use of these resources.

SE/TE: 173-175, 205, 238, 246, 276-277, 304-305, 313, 323-
325, 372-373, 393, 424-426, 529-530, 650, 665-667,
699-700

WG.5.8 Create basic policies designed to guide the use and management of Earth’s
resources and that reflect multiple points of view.

SE/TE: 213, 247,257, 331, 359, 429, 702, 723




